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Scott Walker, The Drift
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David Peschek
Friday May 5, 2006
The Guardian

The Drift is like little else in
music. The melodic austerity,
somewhere between plainsong and
operatic recitative, may shock fans
of Walker's lush 1960s records
but, gloriously, The Drift is a
record that demands a lot of work S
and repays tenfold. Blgak, haupting Buy Scott Walker,
and disturbed, there is narrative The Drift now
here, but it is fragmented, wrapped ~—

in allusion, and both bolstered and

distorted by games played with the very shapes and
sounds of words. The music wheezes, thunders and
clatters, continuing Walker's experimentation with
chords stretched and held to breaking point. Billowing at
its heart, that exquisite voice whose oddly hopeful tenor
flails against the death, disease, disappointment and
general evil it describes. There's not a minute of The
Drift that isn't utterly thrilling. Frequently, as in the
deathbed scene depicted with heart-meltingly stark
elegance in A Lover Loves, it is also simple, human, and
moving.
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Related articles

05.05.2006: Scott Walker on why he turned his back on
pop stardom

03.02.2006: CD: Scott Walker, Climate of Hunter
28.10.2005: CD: Scott Walker, Classics and Collectibles
28.11.2003: CD: Scott Walker, In 5 Easy Pieces

- You've read the piece, now have your say. Email your
comments to film&music@quardian.co.uk
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